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Fact Sheet: Getting Started on the Internet 


What is the InterNIC? 

The InterNIC is five year project sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation to provide services to the Internet 
community. Three organizations collaborate on the project, 
General Atomics provides Information Services, AT&T 
provides Directory and Database Services, and Network 
Solutions, Inc. (NSI) provides Registration Services. 


InterNIC Information Services maintains a collection of 
documents (an online database) that contains selected 
information drawn from resources across the Internet. The 
database is accessible through a variety of network tools 
including Telnet, FTP, Gopher, Archie, WAIS, and electronic 
mail. The information in the database covers topics ranging 
from basic instructions for using network tools, to 
discipline specific information packets designed to point 
researchers toward appropriate network resources. The 
database, called the InfoSource, also contains descriptions of 
books and seminars about the Internet and its tools and 
resources that may be purchased through the InterNIC Infor- 
mation Services. 


What is the Internet? 

The Internet is a collection of over 10,000 computer networks 
around the world, all owned and operated by different 
organizations. No one organization owns or operates the 
Internet it is a cooperative effort between government agen- 
cies, educational institutions, and various commercial and 
non-profit organizations. 


Because the Internet began over 20 years ago as a research 
network, many of the organizations connected to the Internet 
are research and education organizations, and much of the 
information accessible over the Internet is related to 
scientific research and education. However, in the last year 
many organizations and individuals outside the R & E community 
have found the Internet to be a valuable resource. Therefore, 
the kinds of information accessible over the Internet is 
expanding and includes library catalogs, electronic journals, 
government information, and news. 


How does the Internet work? 

All the computers on the Internet communicate with each other 
using the same set of engineering rules, called standards. 
These standards are "open" standards, meaning they are not 
proprietary for use by a single company. Therefore the 
Internet standards have been adapted for use on the most 
commonly used systems, such as a UNIX workstation, PC, 
Macintosh, and VAX. 


networks themselves while cooperating with the Internet 
community on many technical and nontechnical levels. This 
voluntary cooperation between organizations is what keeps the 
Internet running. 


Is the Internet "free"? 

The Internet is not free. Some of the networks are funded by 
certain government agencies for specific use by their 
scientists and researchers. Other networks are funded partially 
by government agencies, most notably the National Science 
Foundation, to provide basic infrastructure and national 
connectivity in support of the domestic research and education 
community. However each institution, organization, corporation, 
or individual who has access to the Internet has purchased 
that access through a Network Service Provider who offers 
Internet access in their area. In most cases an organization 
does not pass the cost of that connection on to their end 
users, therefore access to the Internet appears to be "free" 
to many computer users at organizations which have already 
purchased a connection for the entire organization. 


How do I get connected? 

Internet access can be purchased through Network Service 
Providers around the country. The type of access can range from 
one computer dialing into another "host" computer which is 
connected to the Internet, to connecting entire corporate 
networks through high-speed leasedline circuits. The Network 
Service Provider should assist in determining and planning the 
kind of connection that is best for you. 


Many kinds of organizations are Network Service Providers, 
including consortiums of educational institutions, non-profit 
or for-profit corporations, and established telecommunications 
companies. Since services and prices differ between provid- 
ers, you should contact each of the providers in your area for 
comparison. Prices reflect the type of access, line speed, 
equipment costs, installation fees, possibly membership fees, 
and the level of support you will receive during and after 
installation. If you or your company are new to computers or 
computer networking, you may want to ask about the level of 
user support and training provided with your connection. 


How do I get more information? 

InterNIC Information Services provides contact information for 
Network Service Providers in all areas of the country, and some 
international locations. To request a copy of the Network 
Service Providers list, call, FAX, or send postal or elec- 
tronic mail to us at the following addresses. 


Telephone: 1-800-444-4345 [Select option #1] 
Direct Phone: 1-619-455-4600 

FAX: 1-619-455-4640 

E-mail: info@is.internic.net 


InterNIC Information Services 
PO Box 85608 


Postal mail: 


San Diego, CA 92186-9784 


We can send it by E-mail, postal mail, and FAX. When requesting 
the Network Service Providers list, please include your Name, 
Address, Telephone number, FAX number, and/or E-mail addresses. 
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a The InterNIC project is sponsored by the National Science 8 


Foundation under Cooperative Agreement No. NCR-9218749 . 
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